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MCTAG Family Readiness Newsletter

March 2010


The GTT is made up of MCTAG Marines rotating in/out of the GTT for three month deployments to Georgia.  This week we’re rotating GTTs, each MCTAG manager is turning over responsibilities with his newly arrived counterpart.  That process should be complete by the end of next week.Message from the Colonel …
                                                                                                           13 March, 2010
									Tbilisi, Georgia

MCTAG Families and Friends, 

Hope all is well with you.  Writing this from the country of Georgia where I’ve been with other MCTAG Marines since the 3rd of March.  I am certainly not the only MCTAG Marine away from the joys of family and home; as I write this, MCTAG has Marines, both active and reserve, deploying throughout Africa, a team is leaving Liberia today, teams are in El Salvador and Panama, and we start training a Team to operate in the Middle East later this month.  If MCTAG Marines aren’t deployed, they’re either preparing to deploy or very busy supporting those that are.  As busy as we are it is the support from home that keeps us motivated and functioning effectively – can tell you from the heart that it is your support that keeps us going and focused on making the world a safer place.  You have my heartfelt thanks for keeping the home fires burning and providing that all important support to your Marine.

Yesterday, the 12th of March, was the last training day for the 31st Georgian Infantry Battalion; this battalion, as part of the Georgia Deployment Program-International Security Assistance Force (GDP-ISAF), is soon scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan in support of the Marine effort in Helmand Province. The GDP-ISAF started in early 2009 when the Georgian government offered up four infantry battalions, each serving in successive 6-month deployments with only two requests:  (1) they wanted their battalions to fight alongside of the Marines in Afghanistan and (2); they wanted to FIGHT alongside of the Marines in Afghanistan; they did not want their responsibilities limited to base security or other tasks – they wanted full on-the-ground partnership.  

In response to their offer and requests, following an assessment in June 09, MCTAG launched the GDP-ISAF Training Program, a Corps-wide effort which MCTAG was tasked with managing.  This entailed coordinating the writing of the curriculum, and then synchronizing the scheduling of over 250 Marine subject-matter-experts /instructors from  across the Marine Corps to teach their bit and then return to their parent units.  MCTAG fulfills their management responsibilities by having a detachment, the Georgia Training Team (GTT), remain in Georgia throughout the anticipated two years of this program.  
                            
MCTAG MISSION: 
           To provide conventional support to host nation security forces or general purpose
          forces in order to develop and build partner-nation capacity in support of  civil and 
          military operations.
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Many thanks to Major Craig Wolfenbarger (MCTAG Training / Instructor Group OIC), who has led the GTT for the last three months; he  volunteered to deploy with the 31st Battalion and lead the Georgian Liaison Team serving with the Battalion throughout their deployment in Afghanistan.  He, and his team will serve as the liaison between the Georgian Battalion and the Marines.  Many thanks to Craig for volunteering and also to his Bride, Trina, for supporting him in this. His presence will help ensure the Battalion’s success.   

Although the training of the 31st Battalion (the first of four battalions to be trained) ended yesterday, the training for the 32d Battalion begins on the 22nd of March, thus beginning the cycle anew.  

We have begun the season of Hails and Farewells, with a number of Marines leaving MCTAG; this newsletter will attempt to keep up with those departing and arriving.  By the end of the summer, there will be a lot of new faces/families in the MCTAG fold.  MCTAG as an organization, and I personally, owe a great deal of gratitude to the departing Marines and their families; the success MCTAG has enjoyed is partly owed to the tireless efforts of these Marines and the support we’ve all received from their families.  We wish these families “Fair Winds and Following Seas” as they join their new commands.  We will also welcome many new Marines to the MCTAG family; the first one in from that group is Sergeant Major Thomas Hall and his wife Melinda.  The Hall’s primary residence will remain in North Carolina but we hope to entice Melinda up north soon to meet the wives and families of MCTAG.  Welcome aboard to the Halls and the other New Joins!

Final note to the families; this newsletter contains a list of points of contact should you need assistance of any type.  Just want you to know that if none of these provide the support, or answers you need, I enthusiastically invite you to call myself, the Executive Officer, or the Sergeant Major Hall at anytime.  However, if it’s really late at night, call the XO   : ); seriously, call any of us, at any time, and we’ll do all we can to help solve the problem.

Will end this newsletter with a note of Thanks and Congratulations to GySgt Garcia who publishes it.  Thanks for the Newsletter – it is the best small unit newsletter I’ve seen…. and Congratulations on a well-deserved promotion.

My best to you all and Thank You for what you’re doing.

Semper Fidelis, 

Scott Cottrell
Col     USMC
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Resources




Hampton events:
http://www.hamptoncvb.com/go/events

Portsmouth events:
http://www.portsmouthholidays.com/december_09.html

Norfolk events:
http://www.norfolk.gov/Holidays/default.asp

Chesapeake Events:
http://www.chesapeake.va.us

Colonial Williamsburg:
http://www.history.org/

Newport News:
http://www.newport-news.org/

MCCS Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia:
www.mccscampallen.com



 

 
 MARFORCOM / MCTAG Family Readiness Officer 
 Mr. Seth Johnson----------------------------(757) 903-1376
 Seth.Johnson@usmc.mil
  
 MCTAG Family Readiness Assistant 
 Mrs Acsa Harper-----------------------------(757) 965-3510
 mctag.fra@gmail.com

 Commanding Officer--------(757) 962-4430  Ext. 2221
 scott.cottrell@usmc.mil 

 Executive Officer------------(757) 962-4430   Ext. 2222
 dan.thoele@usmc.mil
                                                       
 Sergeant Major----------------(757) 962-4430  Ext. 2223
 thomas.hall@usmc.mil  

 Deputy Force Chaplain-------------------(757) 836-2229
 john.v.dickens@usmc.mil	

 Duty Phone-----------------------------------(757) 390-9300

 Admin-----------------------------(757) 962-4430 Ext. 2240 

 BAS-------------------------------(757)  962-4430 Ext. 2301
 
 Military One Source-----------------------1-800-342-9647     
 www.militaryonesource.com

 Additional On-line Resources:
 www.milspouse.org
 www.cinchouse.com

Your   Unit Family Readiness Program will:
· Communicate official command information
· Facilitate two-way communication between the command, Marines and families
· Provide information through resource referrals
· Provide readiness and deployment support to all members of a Marine's family, those they were born into, sworn into, and married into.








































Check it out:  
Military Spouse Magazine is by military spouses for military spouses.  


Free military download:
All Star Comedians ‘Stand Up for the Troops’
http://www.flickr.com/photos/aafespa/4133729492/sizes/l/


To file your federal and state taxes visit:
www.militaryonesource.com
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Ceremonies                                                                           

Post and Relief Ceremony at the Army Reserve Center

[image: IMG_0491]
Master Sgt. Brent L. Dorrough (left) passes the noncommissioned officer sword to Col. Scott C. Cottrell, Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Training and Advisory Group. 
The passing of the NCO sword has long been a tradition in the Corps and symbolizes the relinquishing of his post as MCTAG’s first senior enlisted advisor during a post and relief ceremony at Fort Story, Va., Feb. 24, 2010.  

 

[image: IMG_0496]
Sgt. Maj. Thomas F. Hall (left) receives the noncommissioned officer sword from Col. Cottrell, assuming his post as the MCTAG sergeant major.  



Ceremonies
[image: marines_flag]

Operations Chief Awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal
[image: Gy Garcia's Promotion Ceremony 024]                                   [image: usn_usmc_commendation_medal_poster-p228289084735755303t5wm_400]
Master Gunnery Sergeant Wendell Myles, the Operations Chief for MCTAG, receives the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal from Col. Cottrell for meritorious achievement while serving as Operations Chief, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force – Afghanistan, from 15 October 2008 to 1 June 2009.

Congratulations to Gunnery Sgt. Garcia on his Promotion!!!
[image: Gy Garcia's Promotion Ceremony 009]                                          [image: GySgt%20chevron]
Col. Cottrell (center) and Master Sgt. Dorrough pin on the rank insignia of newly promoted Gunnery Sergeant Jose L. Garcia, Public Affairs Chief, during a promotion ceremony held March 1.
Join us all in welcoming:
                         Sergeant Major Thomas F. Hall
[image: SgtMaj TF Hall Service A no cover]

Sergeant Major Thomas F. Hall attended recruit training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, SC., in February 1984. After completing M60A1 Tank School at Fort Knox, KY., Private First Class Hall was temporarily assigned to 8th Tank Battalion at Fort Knox and then transferred to 1st Tank Battalion, Camp Pendleton, CA., in January 1985.

In May 1987, Corporal Hall was transferred to Marine Security Guard Battalion and served at American Embassies Lima, Peru, and Guatemala City, Guatemala. He was meritoriously promoted to Staff Sergeant January 1990. 

In March 1990, Staff Sergeant Hall served with 2d Tank Battalion, Camp Lejeune, NC. He was a Tank Platoon Sergeant during Operation Desert Shield and Operation Desert Storm.

In May 1992, Staff Sergeant Hall returned to Marine Security Guard Battalion and served as a Detachment Commander at American Embassies Beijing, China and Amman, Jordan. He was meritoriously promoted to Gunnery Sergeant in July 1994.

In October, 1994, Gunnery Sergeant Hall reported to Marine Security Guard Battalion, Quantico, VA., to serve as an Instructor / Advisor at Marine Security Guard School.

In October, 1996, Gunnery Sergeant Hall reported to 1st Tank Battalion, 29 Palms, CA., where he served as Tank Leader until his promotion to First Sergeant in March, 1998.  

From March 1998, to April 2001, he served as First Sergeant for 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, Camp Pendleton, CA., and deployed with the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) and 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) to the Western Pacific and the Arabian Gulf.

In April 2001, First Sergeant Hall reported to 3rd Battalion, 10th Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC., until his selection to Sergeant Major in February 2003.

From February 2003 to November 2005, he served as Sergeant Major for 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, Camp Lejeune, NC., and deployed with the 22d Marine Expeditionary Unit (SOC) to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  He deployed again with 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, in March 2005 to Fallujah, Iraq, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Sergeant Major Hall served as Battalion Sergeant Major for 2d Assault Amphibian Battalion, Camp Lejeune, NC., from November 2005 through 22 August 2006 at which time he was assigned the duties of 22d Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) Sergeant Major.  He served as the MEU Sergeant Major for two deployments to the Central Command Area of Operation.



Also new to the unit:
                                   The Gallegos Family
                                          [image: Me and wifey]  
                                                                                          

Name:  Alex D. Gallegos                       Rank:  Corporal                    Billet:  School’s NCOIC     
Home of Record:  Los Alamitos, CA    Family Members:  Brittni Gallegos (Spouse)




Join us all in bidding farewell to:

Capt. Adele Simmons
(S-1/Adjutant)
[image: IMG_0617]
“Always Working Hard!”
And

Cpl. Corey Cativera
(Trainer Instructor)
[image: IMG_0621]
“Always TAD!”
THANK YOU...
to Capt. Simmons and Cpl. Cativera for their service here at MCTAG.
Best of luck in the future!
Stay safe and Semper Fi!


Safety Tips
[image: Text]

      Texting While Driving

On March 30, Virginia became the ninth state to ban TWD when Gov. Tim Kaine (D) signed into law House Bill 1876. The law, effective July 1, prohibits drivers from using wireless communication devices to send text messages, except in cases of emergency. The bill passed Feb. 24 in the state Senate and in the House on Feb. 26. A violation of the new law is a traffic infraction punishable by a $20 fine for a first offense, and a $50 fine for a second or subsequent offense.

Safety First,
SSgt Clinton E. Hackney
MCTAG’s S-4 Safety Chief
Phone:  (757)-962-4430 ext. 2250
                                                                                                                          
                                                               
                   FY10 Marine Fatality Summary

13   Private Motor Vehicle 
2     Aviation
2     Ground Operational Excluding Motor Vehicle 
1     Operational Motor Vehicle 
3     Off-Duty/Recreation
21   Total















For more safety tips visit:
http://www.marines.mil/unit/safety/Pages/welcome.aspx
MISC…

Remembering the heroes close to our hearts

By Flagship Staff 

Military spouses are unsung heroes. Heroes that maintain the home-front during lengthy deployments, selflessly give to their communities through volunteer work, and provide moral support for their loved ones serving at home and in harms way. At the same time, many spouses hold down full time jobs and raise families. While service members are rewarded for superior job performance with medals, promotions and ceremonies, the military spouses generally only receives a kiss and a “thank you” from their significant other.

The Flagship Military Newspaper has been changing that. In 2005 The Flagship launched Heroes at Home: The Military Spouse Awards recognizing the sacrifices that military service member’s spouses make at home and in the community every day while the military service member is doing their job.

2010 is the sixth year of this landmark event. The Hampton Roads community will come together to recognize spouses of service members from the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Navy and Marine Corps. The Military Spouse Awards give the military and civilian communities an opportunity to show their appreciation for and to recognize our military spouses for the challenges they overcome every day. This event, the only regional event in the country that honors military spouses from all branches of the Armed Services, is a very highly regarded event that has even captured the attention of the White House. Our 2007 and 2008 finalists were invited to a reception at the White House honoring military spouses and our 2007 Spouse of the Year, Linda Port, went on the receive the President’s Volunteer Service Award. Our 2009 Spouse of the Year, Michelle Galvez, was chosen to meet with Michelle Obama when she visited Tidewater this past July.

The 2010 Military Spouse of the Year will be chosen from nominees across all branches of the military throughout Hampton Roads. Nomination forms are available online at www.flagshipnews.com for the next six weeks.
A judging panel consisting of members of the Hampton Roads business community, as well as the Armed Services, review the nominations and select 10 finalists, one of whom is named the 2010 Military Spouse of the Year. All nominees will be honored at luncheon and formal awards ceremony on May 6. The finalists and Spouse of the Year will be announced at this luncheon.
For more information please contact Adair Wells, event coordinator, at 222-5375.
[image: front04]
The History of St. Patrick's Day
By Alecia Dixon with additional reporting by Laura Young
[image: guide_stpatparty]  
Who Was Saint Patrick?
Even though Saint Patrick the patron saint of Ireland and one of the most celebrated religious figures around the world, the factual information about his life and times is quite vague. Most information about St. Patrick has been twisted, embellished, or simply made up over centuries by storytellers, causing much ambiguity about the real life of St. Patrick. However, there are a some elements of his story about which most scholars accept to be true. 
According to Coilin Owens, Irish literature expert and Professor Emeritus of English at George Mason University, Saint Patrick is traditionally thought to have lived "between 432-461 A.D., but more recent scholarship moves the dates up a bit." At the age of sixteen he was kidnapped from his native land of the Roman British Isles by a band pirates, and sold into slavery in Ireland. Saint Patrick worked as a shepherd and turned to religion for solace. After six years of slavery he escaped to the Irish coast and fled home to Britain. 
While back in his homeland, Patrick decided to become a priest and then decided to return to Ireland after dreaming that the voices of the Irish people were calling him to convert them to Christianity. 
After studying and preparing for several years, Patrick traveled back to Ireland as a Christian missionary. Although there were already some Christians living in Ireland, St. Patrick was able to bring upon a massive religious shift to Christianity by converting people of power. Says Prof. Owens, "[St. Patrick] is credited with converting the nobles; who set an example which the people followed." 
But Patrick's desire to spread of Christianity was not met without mighty opposition. Prof. Owens explains, "Patrick ran into trouble with the local pagan priesthood, the druids: and there are many stories about his arguments with them as well as his survival of plots against them." He laid the groundwork for the establishment of hundreds of monasteries and churches that eventually popped up across the Irish country to promote Christianity. 
Saint Patrick is also credited with bringing written word to Ireland through the promotion of the study of legal texts and the Bible, says Prof. Owens. Previous to Patrick, storytelling and history were reliant on memory and orally passing down stories. 
Patrick's mission in Ireland is said to have lasted for thirty years. It is believe he died in the 5th century on March 17, which is the day St. Patrick's Day is commemorated each year. 
The first year St. Patrick's Day was celebrated in America in 1737 in Boston, Massachusetts. The first official St. Patrick's Day parade was held in New York City in 1766. As the saying goes, on this day "everybody is Irish!" Over 100 U.S. cities now hold Saint Patrick's Day parades. 
Alecia Dixon is a freelance contributor. Laura Young is editor of Crafts and Holidays & Fun on Kaboose.com. 
This article was pulled from the following link:   http://holidays.kaboose.com/patrick-history.html
Family Friendly Activites

Paper Chain Shamrock Necklace
By: Amanda Formaro
[image: paper_chain_shamrock06_rdax_65]
Everyone remembers making paper chains! Kids can make their own paper chain shamrock necklace for St. Patrick's Day. Adjust the size of the paper strips to fit the age of the child. Smaller strips are more of a challenge and great for older kids! 
What you'll need:
Yellow construction paper, green construction paper or card stock, glitter glue, scissors, 
6” length of green yarn, White craft glue or glue stick
How to make it:
1. Cut a simple shamrock shape from the green paper. 
2. Pipe glitter glue around the shamrock and spread around. Set aside to dry. (See photo.) 
3. Cut yellow construction paper into equal strips according to age of child. Small children will need larger strips while older kids will appreciate the challenge of small, thin strips. (See photo.) 
4. Begin by gluing one end of a yellow strip to its other end, forming a ring. 
5. Thread a second strip through the first ring you created and glue the ends together creating a second ring. 
6. Repeat step 3 until your chain is long enough to fit over your child’s head. 
7. Cut one strip twice as long as all the others and use that as the final ring, connecting the two ends of the chain. (See photo.) 
8. When shamrock is dry, carefully poke a hole through the top leaf and thread the yarn through the hole. 
9. Carefully and gently tie the yarn into a knot and then tie it again, tightening gently on the second knot so as not to rip the paper. 
10. Hold the necklace up and find the center chain link you want to hang your shamrock on. (See photo.) 
11. Tie the other end of the yarn to the center link and trim off the excess.
http://holidays.kaboose.com/patrick-history.html
Shamrock Marathon Info…
[image: ]
Race Name: Yuengling Shamrock Marathon           City: Virginia Beach   
Date: March 20,21/2010

38th Annual Yuengling Shamrock Marathon Weekend Road Closure Information

Towne Bank 8K Road Closures (Saturday, March 20, 2010) 

Street Closure      Side of Road      Closed From     To                Times Closed
Atlantic Avenue          Whole Road            30th Street             34th Street     5:30am--‐11:00am
Atlantic Avenue          Whole Road            37th Street             2nd Street      7:00am--‐11:30am

Half Marathon Road Closure (Sunday, March 21, 2010)

Street Closure      Side of Road     Closed From      To                Times Closed
Pacific Avenue           Northbound            31st Street               42nd Street     5:00am--‐2:00pm
Atlantic Avenue         Northbound           42nd Street              Shore Drive     6:00am--‐3:00pm
Shore Drive                Westbound             83rd Street               Fort Story,       6:00am--‐2:00pm
                                                                                                          West Gate
Atlantic Avenue         Whole Road           42nd Street               Shore Drive     6:45am--‐7:45am
                                                                                           (Feeder Road Access Southbound Open)
Atlantic Avenue/       Southbound           47th Street                Laskin Road    6:00am--‐8:00am
Pacific Avenue

Marathon Road Closure (Sunday, March 21 2010)

Street Closure     Side of Road     Closed From      To                  Times Closed
Pacific Avenue          Northbound           31st Street               42nd Street        5:00am--‐2:00pm
General Booth          Northbound           Prosperity Rd          5th Street           7:00am--‐11:00pm
Blvd/Pacific Ave
5th Street                  Whole Road           Atlantic Ave            Pacific Ave          6:00am--‐11:00am
Atlantic Avenue       Whole Road           40th Street              2nd Street           7:00am--‐9:00am
Atlantic Avenue       Whole Road           25th Street              42nd Street         8:00am--‐3:00pm

Enjoy the course as you pass by the beautiful resort area of Virginia Beach and then continue through Fort Story where you will pass Cape Henry Light House, the oldest in the country. 

The above information was pulled from the following link:   
http://www.active.com/running/virginia-beach-va/shamrock-marathon-half-marathon-and-8k-run-2010

Sports

The 2010 season was very dramatic, the last 5 games were decided by 2 points or less as told by the look on SSgt. Fashaw’s face!

  The Coach – SSgt. Fashaw                   The Fans – MGySgt. Myles and Maj. Teasley 
[image: B-Ball20100219 025]       [image: B-Ball20100219 079]

The Action!
  [image: B-Ball20100219 055]       [image: B-Ball20100219 045]  
  Maj. King, “I’m Ready!”                               SSgt. Blakley, “Pass the Ball!”
  [image: B-Ball 100218 (6)]       [image: B-Ball 100218 (18)]
         Maj. King (32) “My Ball!”                          Sgt. Adams (20) “Rebound the ball!”

[image: B-Ball 100218 (23)]       [image: B-Ball 100218 (31)]  
   “Two easy points for Sgt. Adams!”                                   “I got him!”




LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers and Contributors,

Thank you for your help in making our MCTAG’s “The Advisor” newsletter full of useful information! Suggestions and feedback are always welcome. Tell me what you like, what you don’t like, things you’d like to have included, etc.
This newsletter is designed to help make our lives easier and more enjoyable, and I appreciate the input of everyone! If there is something you are looking for, please let me know and I’ll see what I can find out...for everyone.
Enjoy and thanks for reading!

GySgt. Jose Garcia
Public Affairs Chief
jose.l.garcia1@usmc.mil
757.962.4430 ext 2267
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