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Message from the Colonel …
MCTAG MISSION: 
           To provide conventional support to host nation security forces or general purpose
          forces in order to develop and build partner-nation capacity in support of  civil and 
          military operations.

     Greetings to all MCTAG families and friends of the Command!  My name is Colonel Chris McCarthy, and I am the new commanding officer at the Marine Corps Training and Advisory Group.  I took command on June 18th from Colonel Scott Cottrell, and we all wish he and his family “fair winds and following seas” as he retires from the Marine Corps.  MCTAG’s mission remains building partner nation security force capacity through security cooperation activities.  This summer has seen the beginning of the growth of our organization to its full strength of 182 personnel.  While we are still well short of that now, we will get there within the next 18 months.  We would like to welcome aboard all of our “new joins,” those folks who have joined the command over the last two months, and we would especially like to welcome LtCol William Truax and his family to MCTAG.  LtCol Truax joins us from a successful battalion command tour in the 2d MEF Logistics Group at Camp Lejeune, and is our first Geographic Combatant Command Cell leader.  He has previously served as a Marine Corps Liaison to the Peruvian Marine Corps and is fluent in Spanish.  He will lead our SOUTHCOM team and we look forward to great things in the future.
     Speaking of SOUTHCOM, half of our SOUTHCOM team continues to do great work during their six month deployment aboard the HSV-2 (SWIFT).  The team is currently enroute to Barbados after conducting training in Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala.  The other half of the team heads to Central America in September for a myriad of training events.  Meanwhile, we have deployed our first Security Cooperation Team to the CENTRAL Command Area of Responsibility.  	
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     The team, led by LtCol Rod Arrington, is based out of Bahrain and will conduct Security Cooperation events in support of Marine Forces Central Command.  Our team in support of Marine Forces Africa Command also remains busy with several scheduled events on the continent.  
     Finally, MCTAG, with support from Training Command and the Operating Forces, continues to support training of Georgian infantry battalions in the Republic of Georgia.  The 31st Georgian Battalion has deployed to Afghanistan, and the 32d Battalion is approximately three quarters through their training cycle.
     I would like to thank all those families and friends who have supported their Marine over the course of workup training and deployments.  We all value your support and appreciate your interest in your Marine and our organization.  I look forward to seeing as many of you as I can in the future, and please don’t hesitate to contact the command if you have questions or comments.

Semper Fidelis, and Victoria per Societas! (Victory through Partnership)
Colonel C.R. McCarthy
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Resources




Hampton events:
http://www.hamptoncvb.com/go/events

Portsmouth events:
http://www.portsmouthholidays.com/december_09.html

Norfolk events:
http://www.norfolk.gov/Holidays/default.asp

Chesapeake Events:
http://www.chesapeake.va.us

Colonial Williamsburg:
http://www.history.org/

Newport News:
http://www.newport-news.org/

MCCS Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia:
www.mccscampallen.com



 

 
 MARFORCOM / MCTAG Family Readiness Officer 
 Mr. Seth Johnson-----------------------------(757) 903-1376
  Seth.Johnson@usmc.mil
  
 MCTAG Family Readiness Assistant 
 Mrs. Julia Smith ------------------------------(812) 219-8723
  juliarenee@gmail.com

 Commanding Officer--------(757) 962-4430  Ext. 2221
  christopher.r.mccart@usmc.mil

 Executive Officer------------(757) 962-4430   Ext. 2222
  dan.thoele@usmc.mil
                                                       
 Sergeant Major----------------(757) 962-4430  Ext. 2223
  thomas.hall@usmc.mil  

 Deputy Force Chaplain-------------------(757) 836-2229
  john.v.dickens@usmc.mil	

 Duty Phone-----------------------------------(757) 390-9300

 Admin-----------------------------(757) 962-4430 Ext. 2241 

 BAS-------------------------------(757)  962-4430 Ext. 2301
 
 Military One Source-----------------------1-800-342-9647     
 www.militaryonesource.com

 
 Your Unit Family Readiness Program will:
· Communicate official command information
· Facilitate two-way communication between the command, Marines and families
· Provide information through resource referrals
· Provide readiness and deployment support to all members of a Marine's family, those they were born into, sworn into, and married into.








































Check it out:  
Military Spouse Magazine is by military spouses for military spouses.  

Free military download:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/aafespa/4133729492/sizes/l/

Additional on-line resources:
 www.milspouse.org
 www.cinchouse.com
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Ceremonies                                                                           

Photos from the Change of Command and Retirement Ceremony 
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Join us all in welcoming
                                         Colonel Christopher R. McCarthy
[image: Col McCarthy PICTURE FOR BIO]
Colonel McCarthy was commissioned in 1986, via the Hampton Roads NROTC program upon graduating from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia.  He attended the Field Artillery Officer’s Basic Course following The Basic School and was assigned to Delta Battery, 2d Battalion, 10th Marines for his first Fleet tour of duty.  While with the Delta “Wrecking Crew” he served in the typical lieutenant billets of Forward Observer, Liaison Officer, Guns Platoon Commander, and Battery Executive Officer.
From 1990-1993, Colonel McCarthy served as the Deputy Security Officer of Naval Air Station Sigonella, Sicily.  Following that arduous tour, he was assigned to the 22d MEU as the Fire Support Officer for two MEU (SOC) deployments.  Colonel McCarthy left the MEU in April 1995, to attend the Field Artillery Officer’s Advanced Course at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma.
Upon completion of the Advanced Course, he returned to Camp Lejeune and was assigned to 3d Battalion, 10th Marines as the Artillery Liaison Officer to 8th Marine Regiment. During this period he deployed with Special Purpose MAGTF Liberia as the S-3A.  In 1996, Colonel McCarthy crossed “N” Street to command HQ Battery, 10th Marine Regiment for one year.  He then returned to 3d Battalion as the Operations Officer following his year in command.
In 1998, Colonel McCarthy attended the Marine Corps Command and Staff College in Quantico, Virginia and earned a Masters in Military Science during his course of studies. Colonel McCarthy was then assigned to Special Operations Command Central, Plans and Policy section (J-5) from 1999-2002.  During this period, he developed Humanitarian Assistance Plans for United States Central Command, and deployed to Qatar with the SOCCENT Headquarters during Operation ENDURING FREEDOM.
Colonel McCarthy returned to 2d Marine Division in the summer of 2002 as the 10th Marine Regiment Operations Officer.  He then served as the Regimental Executive Officer until June of 2005.  In July 2005, he was assigned to the Division G-3 and deployed to Iraq as the Division Current Operations Officer until February 2006.  Colonel McCarthy then commanded 3d Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment from 1 June 2006 until 1 October 2007.  
In January 2008, Colonel McCarthy attended the NATO Defense College in Rome and was subsequently assigned in July 2008 to the United States Marine Corps Force Command as the Current Operations Officer.  Shortly after reporting to MARFORCOM, he deployed to Afghanistan as the US Forces Afghanistan J-3/5/7 from October 2008 until April 2009.  Colonel McCarthy returned to MARFORCOM to serve as the Assistant Chief of Staff G-3/5/7.
Colonel McCarthy’s personal awards include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, and the Defense Meritorious Service Medal.  
Also new to the unit
[image: Myler]                                            [image: Armstrong]
Name:  Devin Myler                                                                           Name: Cheryl Armstrong   
Rank:   Captain                                                                                   Rank:   Captain  	
Billet:   Air Officer / Assistant Operations                                         Billet:   Adjutant
Home of Record:  Washington, D.C.                                                 Home of Record:  Windsor, New York
                                                                                                            Family Members:  Major Tony Armstrong (Spouse)                                        

[image: Jones]                                                [image: Richardson]	                                                                                      
Name:  John C. Jones                                                                         Name: Darrin M. Richardson   
Rank:   Gunnery Sgt.                                                                          Rank:   Sergeant  	
Billet:   Supply Chief                                                                          Billet:   Motor Transport Mechanic
Home of Record:  Fort Myers, Florida                                               Home of Record:  Magalia, California
Family Members:  Kara Jones (Spouse),                                       
Brendan (5), Ayden (4), Riley (2)  
                                                
[image: Bridges]                                                  [image: Brenneman]
Name:  Thaddeus V. Bridges                                                            Name:  Michael A. Brenneman   
Rank:    Private First Class                                                               Rank:   Privat First Class  	
Billet:   Motor Transport Operator                                                   Billet:   Ammunition Technician
Home of Record:  Birmingham, Alabama                                       Home of Record:  Landisville, Pensylvania

[image: Campbell]                                                         [image: Gaymon]
Name:  Kyle M. Campbell                                                              Name:  Cornail Gaymon   
Rank:    Corporal                                                                             Rank:   Lance Corporal   	
Billet:   Operations Non-Commissioned Officer                            Billet:   Training Clerk
Home of Record:  Pataskala, Ohio                                                  Home of Record:  Portsmouth, Virginia 
                                                                                                        Family Members:   Chavenia Gaymon (Spouse),  
                                                                                              Kaiden (11 months)

[image: IMG_1374]                                                     [image: IMG_1377]
Name:  Eric Pelky                                                                          Name:  Gregory Roberts    
Rank:   Staff Sgt.                                                                            Rank:   Staff Sgt.   	
Billet:   Radio Chief                                                                       Billet:   Radio Chief
Home of Record:  Bartlesville, Oklahoma                                    Home of Record:  Suffolk, Virginia 
Family Members:  Guadalupe Pelkey (Spouse),  

[image: IMG_1373]                                                         [image: IMG_1378] 
Name:  Gordon Paige                                                                    Name:   Stephen R. Campbell   
Rank:   Sergeant                                                                            Rank:    Private First Class   	
Billet:   Embark Chief                                                                   Billet:   Motor Transport Operator
Home of Record:  Westminster, Massachussetts                          Home of Record:  Erie, Pensylvania 
Family Members:  Maria J. Page (Spouse),  Amaya
Paige (daughter)


Join us all in bidding farewell to

Capt. VonSeggern
[image: Maj Simmons & Capt V]                                    [image: Fashaw]
Capt. Jon VonSeggern, MCTAG air officer, receives a              Capt. Vonseggern, displays a computer messenger 
plankowner plaque from Maj. Frank Simmons, MCTAG           bag he received  as a gift from Staff Sgt. Anthony   
operations officer, during a farewell luncheon held at the           Fashaw,  MCTAG admin chief, during the farewell
Strike Zone Bowling Center, July 8, 2010.                                  luncheon.

Corporal Munoz                                                                 Gunnery Sgt. Heinz
[image: Farewell Luncheon]                      [image: Farewell Luncheon (1)]
Cpl. Kevin J. Munoz, MCTAG fiscal chief, receives a               Gunnery Sgt. Thad J. Heinz, MCTAG supply chief,
farewell plaque from Staff Sgt. Ray E. Rawls, MCTAG             receives a plankowner plaque from Master Sgt. Terryl 
contracting specialist, during a farewell luncheon held               A. Parry, MCTAG logistics chief, during the farewell.  
July 13, 2010.

Master Sgt. Dorrough                                                        Capt. Rhodes
[image: Farewell Luncheon (2)]                      [image: Farewell Luncheon (3)]
Master Sgt. Brent L. Dorrough, MCTAG senior enlisted advisor, and Capt. Theodore C. Rhodes, MCTAG comptroller officer, both receive a plankowner plaque from Master Sgt. Parry during the farewell luncheon.

THANK YOU...
to the Marines for their service here at MCTAG.
Best of luck in the future!
Stay safe and Semper Fi!
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers and Contributors,

Thank you for your help in making our MCTAG’s “The Advisor” newsletter full of useful information! Suggestions and feedback are always welcome. Tell me what you like, what you don’t like, things you’d like to have included, etc.
This newsletter is designed to help make our lives easier and more enjoyable, and I appreciate the input of everyone! If there is something you are looking for, please let me know and I’ll see what I can find out...for everyone.
Enjoy and thanks for reading!

GySgt. Jose Garcia
Public Affairs Chief
jose.l.garcia1@usmc.mil
757.962.4430 ext 2267
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